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Laws, Ordinances and Decrees, made upon 
Friday the twentieth day of July, in the 
lear of our Lord 1666 : And in the Figh- 
teenth Tear of the Rerg n of our S overetgn 
Lord, CHARLES the Second, of 
England, Scotland, France d- Ire- 
land, KING, Defender of the Faith, «xe. 
By the Right Honourable, John Lord 
Berkley, Richard Lord Gorges, Tho- 
| mas. Chicheley and Robert Hampſon 
Eſq, four of the Bailiffs of the Corporation 
| of the Great Level of the Fens: John 
» Kaſſel Efq; Sir Charles Harbord AT; 
William Denton Do&or in Phyſick, 
| | William Crane, Roger Jenyns, and 
Joha Bradborn Eſc quires, ſix of the Con- 
ferwators- of the ſaid, £ orporation.. Thak 


« to ſay, © 9 


ro IS 
= Nprimis, It is hereby Declared, Or- 
9, dered, Adjudged and Decreed "That 
| the Rivers, Drathis, Wear-Dykes, 
{ Water-Courſes, Banks, Fore-tands,. 
. Saffes, Sluces, Tunnels, Bridges and 
Works. hereafter particukarly mentione ,, are. 
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(3) | 
and ſhall be for ever hereafter, declared and taken 
to be the Common and Publick Rivers, Drains, 
Sewers, Wear-Dykes, Water-courſes, Banks, 
Fore-lands, Saffes, Sluces, "Tunnels, Bridges, 
and Works of the ſaid Great Level of rhe Fens, 
That is to ſay, 


TI. The Bank againſt Welland River, from Pea- 
kirk to the Bars at the Weſt end of Crowland, 
and the Wear-dyke to the ſame. 

2, Wearington new Drain, with its Banks and 
Wear-dyke. | 

3« The Drain called the Stoor- Nosk Drain, 
from $toox-Nook to the Adventurers Lands in 
Berrow great Fen, and from thence by the Out- 
ring-dyke of the ſaid Adventurers Lands ta the 
Eaſt corner thereof, and from thence by Pepper 
Lgketo New South Ean, and from thence by the 

New South Ean to Glowes Croſs, and from thence 
by the Shire-drain to the Sea, 
4. The Wryde Stream, 
5, The Zighteen-foor Drain, through Murrow 
Common to Clowes Croſs. 
6. The @ld South Ean from Guyhars corner to 
. Clowes Croſs, | 
7. Thorney Dyke, from Cats-water by Willow- 
hall, 2s far as the Saſs in the North bank of Moor- 
| ton's Leam, 
| 8. Aoorton's Leam with its Banks and Wears 
dykes, SE 
9. Stand-ground S115. 
IO, The old courſe of the River of Nean, from 


me TIED Stand- 


| (3) 
Stand-ground Sals to Well-creek Saſs, with the 
Saſles at Floods Ferry near JVintleſea-Dykes end, 
and theather Saſs near the Eaſtern end of wel. 
Tek, and the” Saſs at the lower end of wel- 
creek, 

11, WWittleſee-Dyke. 

12. Bevil's Leam, from Winleſea-Mere to the 
Saſs that is to be fer near Baldwin Gloſſow's 
bouſe, at the lower end of Walderſea Receptacle. 

13, Mooy's Drain, from Bewil's Leam to the 
Old Nean below March, | 

14. The Delf-Dyke, from Wittleſea to the 
Old Neas. 

5. New Dike, from Cunnington Brook at the 
upper corner of Holnie Receptacle to Hook- 
Load. 

, 16, And Hook-Load to the Old Nean by Bur- 
bridge-(tream into the 0!d Near. 

17. Monks Load. 

- 18. The Drain from Raweley's Nook to Buy- 
bridge ſtream, between Woodwalton-common and 
Ramſey and Reveley-common. 

19. The Foxrty-foot Drain, from the Welſt- 
outring Dyke of the Adventarers Lands, taken 
out of Doddington, Warboys,  Ranpſey, Sc. tO 
Velches Damn, 

20,' The Weſt-water, . from the Fourty-feot 
through Benwick, 

21, The Drain leading from Chartreſs-Ferry to 


Slade-2ate, and ſo the Fowrty-foot Drain, 
22, The Twenty-foot Drain, from Erith-com-. 


moag0 Welt-creck, and theSluce at the lower end 


3 there + 


(4) 


thereof, with the Bank thereof, and Sluces 
therein, 


23, Hammond's Eay, from the Adventurers 
Lands in Sommerſham high: Fen to the Twenty- 


foot Drain aforeſaid, 


24, Old Bedford River, from Welch's Damn to 
the old owze, with the Sluces at the: end 
thereof. 

25, The Sixteen-fort Drain, from che Thirty- 
foot Drain to Pophams's Ean, 

26, Popham's Eau, with. the Brick Sluce 
therein, 

27. London's Load. | 

28, The Drain called the Tongues, from Nor- 
del vluce through Down-ham-common to the 
Sluce at the end thereof, near Stow Towne s-end. 

29, South Bank of the River of @wze, from 
the Hard-laxds of Swacey. to: the Hermitage, and' 
the Saſs or Sluce there, 

'30. The River called New Bedford River, from 
the Hermitage tO Salters Load, with the Banks, 
Fore-lands, Wear-dykes and Sluces thereof, 

31, The Drain that leads from Zwe/l-Fen to 
Andrey Calſey. and trom thence into the 01d” 
Owzeat Andrey Bridge. 

32, Grunty-Fen Drain, from Granty-Fen t0- 
the old onze at Littlepsrt-Chair, with+ its 
Banks, 

33. Old Welzey River. 

34, Littleport Draio, 

35., Maid Load. 

36, The Drain that. carries. away. Hogging- 
© 4 iS fox. 


(s) 
zen. Brook, with the Banks to be raiſed. 
- . 37. The River of Gyant, from. Clay-hyth to 
Harrymeer, With the Banks, Fore-lands, Wear- 
dykes-and Sluces thereof 

38, The Banks of the 0/4 o0wze, from Harri- 
meer to Chitterings, 

39. The New Long Drain, from Wicken high 
Fen to the Tunnels under Soham new R iver, and 
ſo to the Tunnel under Milderhall River, trom 
thence to the Tunnel under Brandon River, and 
ſo ro the Tunnel under Wjſſey or Sroak River, and 
from thence through Downham's Zau to the 
Sluces at the lower end thereof, near Stow- 
bridge, | 

40. The Eaſt Banks of owze, from Hayrimeer 
to the Brick Sluce at Prickwilow, with the Wear- 
dyke thereof, 

41, The 'new Bank on the Weſt ſide of the 
; River Owze, from Harrimeer to Ely. high 
bridge, | 

42, The Drain from the Eaſt end of the Ad- 
ventures Lands taken out of Soham Common, to 
the Wear-dyke of Mildenhaf River, 

43. Mildenhall River, with the Banks, Fore- 
lands, and Wear-dykes thereof, 

44. The Eaſt Banks of the River of 0wze, 
from Aildenhall River to the Sluce at the lowet 
end of - Mildenhak Drain near Littleport Chair, 

45+ Mildenhall-Drain trom the laſt mention'd 
Sluceto Mildephall-common. : 

46. The River ot 0wze, with the Banks, Fore-- 
' lands, Wear-dykes, Sluces and Tunnels m_— 

rom 


(6) F: 
from Littleport Chaiy'to Denver Dama. Except- 
ing the Sluces, Tunnels and Water-wotks here- 
tofore made and maintained by Zdmond Shipmith 
Eſquire, deceaſed, and others, particular Owners 
of Lands within or near the ſaid Great Level, for 
his or their own private uſe or beneficz and ſuch 
other Sluces, Tunnels and Water-works as here- 
after (hall be made by any Owners of Lands, by 
Contract or Agreement with the ſaid Corpo- 
ration, 

47. Lakingheath Drain, {gm Wansford Brook 
to the Tunnel under Labingheath new Load, and 
{0 to the Tunnels under Brandon River. 

48, Brandon River, with the Banks, Fore- 
lands, and Wear-dykes thereto belonging, 
49, Feltwel Drain, to its Qutfal into } fA River 
of Owze at Palmer's houſe, 
50, Sams Cut from Feltwel to the River of 
OWZe. 

51, Stoke River, with the Banks, Fore-lands, 
Wear-dykes and Sluces, | 

$2. Tunnel under AMethold Load for the 
draining of Norwold Fens, 

53. Rexam Drain, with the Banks thereof, 

54. The Cart Bridgeat the Fermitage, over 
New Bedford River, Th 

55. The two Cart Bridges at Mepal, over the 
New and Old Bedford Rivers, 

56, The Bridge over the Twenty-foor- Drain 
in Mepal Droveway, With ſuch other Bridges as 


ſhall be declared by any ſubſequent Laws of 
Sewers, | 


| HH, 
And ſhallbe fom vime'to time preſerved and 
-maincained at-theipropericoſts and Charges of the 


faid Governour; Bailits, 'and Commonalty of the 
ompany of Conſervators of the Great Level of 
the Fens, and; their Succefſors, ' Owners 'of che 
-ainety five thoiſand' Acres, mention'd in'a cer- 


* tain Ac of Parliament, intituled; 4s 47 for 


ſetling the Dramning 4 rhe Great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford-Level, Andnort by the Owners of 
= the: Lands within the ſaid: Great Level, 
M er” then of (the ſaid ninety five thouſand 
Cres, ' 4037, _—_—_ T2204 


. Provided, That this Declaration, Order, Law 
or. Decree, or any ;hing herein betore mentioned, 
ſhall nor extend'or be made uſe of to invalid or 
make void any Contra or Agreement made by 
thelaid Earl of Bedford, : Participants and Adven- 
turers, or the-faid Governour, Bailiffs and Com- 
monalty of the ſaid Company of Conſervators, 
with-any Perſon or Perſons, or Town(hip, tor 
maintenance and. preſervation of any Safles, 
Sluces, Bridgeor Bridges, Banks, R ivers, Drains, 
Ways or P ,- or other ' Work, within or 
without the {aid Great Level. 


3: Andiit.:is: further Ordered, Adjudged and 
Decreed;thar. all and wy ether the Drains, 
Diviſfion,, Dykes, and Fence-dykes berween 
Counties, Lords of Mannors, Pariſhes, Towry 
Gyps:and particular Owners z and the Fence- 
dykes of every Pariſb, — ot Town(bip, be- 

tween 


—_ . Y 
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(8) 
tween their Fences and mheir Corn-fields,” and 
be. ween their Feed-fens and Mow-fens,: and be- 
tween the Seyerals and Commons, ſhall be kepr 
and maintained. with all neceſſary reparations 
from time to'time, at the: proper: Coſts and 
Charges of the Owners, Occupiers: or:'Perſons 


incerefſed in the Fens and\ Gronhds- next - ad- 


joyning-thereunto, ar:that have heretofore, or of 
right ought ta do the ſame, at. their antient- or 
preſent dumenſions, or ſo.as the Court of Sewers 
ſhallfrom cime'co time.die&t and uppaint, for the 
better conyeyance of the Waters iuto. ſome of. 
che. afore-mentioned. publick Drains: of the ſaid 
Carparation now: uſed; for the Conveyance of . 
the-Waters of che ſaid Level ; into the: grear 

Kivers;,;or to-their QuteFull at. Sea, 


4, And it is hereby furtlier Ordered,. Adjadged 
amd Decreed, that no perſon-or perſons at 
any time hereafter, upan-any pretence, or by any 
way$ or means whatſaever, makeany incroach- 
ment upon; or ſtraiten\the preſent dimenfions-of 
any, Kiver, Waſh,. Drain or 'Sewers, within | or 
without the ſaid GrearEevel , norſhall cur, burn, 
caſt down, break open, ar.do.any. hut or dam- 
mage to any River, Bank, Waſh or Fore-land 
within the;:ſaid Great. Level,:or withour:'the (aid 
Great Level, made by the faid Earl-/and Parti6 
pants, Or the ſaid: Governour, Bailiffs and :Cons 


(ervators 4 9 nee we damm 7 cal _ 
preak-Open, ondo any-hure.or. dajmageuato4 
= : Rai 


| (9) 
ail - made wjttn or without - the ſaid Great 
evel, for, or conducing to the Dreining of the 
ſaid Great Level, ar the preſervacion thereof, 


| Qtherwiſe then -by Order or Decree of the 


Commiſſioners of Sewers for the time being, 
and appointed by the ſaid AR, nor ſhall make 
er cauſe to be made any Damns, Stops, Wears, 
or other Lees, Impediments, or Nuſances, in, 
or within any. of the. Rivers, Drains, Ouz- 
ring Dykes, Sewers, Waſhes, Fore-lands, or 
other work made within-or without the ſaid Great 
Level, tor the Dreining of the ſaid Great Leyel, 
or prefervation thereot, nor ſhall incroach upon, 
ſtreighten, or do any hurc or dammage to any 
Drove-way within the ſaid Great Level, ſet out 
upon :occalion of thedreiaing of the ſame, 


5. And it is, hereby further Ordered, Ad- 
judged and Decreed; that no perſon or perſons 
at any time hereafter, without Order of, or 
from the Covrt of Sewers for the ſaid' Great 
Leyel,for the. time being, ſhall-ereft any Build- 
ing 7 OtrngR » Dwelling or Hut, upon: any 
Bank, rqve-way, Walſh, or Fore-land, made 
by the ſaid liam Earl of Bedford, his Ad- 
venturets. and-.Participants., or by. the Gover- 
BA + Bailiff, and Commonalty; of! the: Com- 
pany of Conſervarors of the faid; Grear Level, 
within or without the ſaid Great Level, or 
make,; (et or-place any Huts,-Reeks, or 'Stacks 
of., Corp; Hay-fedder, Tutti, Haſfock, Thack, 


$ed8h; .M Yood,. Sefles, Me other;: Impediments 
'ef33;2%;210 2 upon 


(10) 
upon the ſaid Banks, Drove-.iſt VVaſhes or 
Fore-landsz or which may tend to che annot- 
ance !and prejudice of the ſame works, -or' any 
of them, All and eyery which ſaid' EreRtions, 
Buildings, Cottages, Dwellings, Huts, Reeks or 
Stacks, or other Impediments, are, and are here- 
by declared to be Naſanoves, RETRITEY 


' 
' 


6. And it is hereby further Ordered, Ad- 

- judged and Decreed, rhat no perſon' or perſons 

ſhall-ar any time hereafter make, -or cauſe 'to be | 

made, any Wartetings,” or place for 'watering' of 

Cattle. within ten toor' of any the (aid Rivers, 

pub ick Drain, or any Outring or Diviſion 

Dyke 'or Lot, Divifion-Dyke, within the ſai 

Level, to the ſtopping.” annoiance or prejudice | 

of them, or any Ts, or of any part of them, 

or any of them , the which are, and are alſo here- 

by declared to be'Nuſatices, | 


7. And it is hereby further - Ordered, 'Ad- 
judged and- Decreed, chair no perſon: or 'perſons 
whatſoever, ſhall at any time hereafter pur, or 
cauſe any Swineto- be put, or keptinto or upon 
any of the: Banks or Fore-lands of 'any- of the 
Rivery or Sewers, within or without the ſaid 
Great Level, niade, asaforeſaid, or uſed, as con 
ducing tothe preſervation ofthe ſame, © '* 


8, And it is. hereby farther Otdered; ' Ad+ 
judged and Decreed, that all Weers, Ihcroach- 
meats-and Streightnings of the aatient or prefett 

| F #5 Breadth,. 


(1) | UNITY 
Breadth, Depth, Water-way or Paſſage of any | 
River, Drain or Water-courſe, within the ſaid 
Great Leyel; and all Buildings, Cottages, 


| Dwellings or Huts, upon any Drove-way, 
| Waſh, or Fore-land, and all other Lets, Impe- 
diments and Nuſances whatſoever heretotore 
made in, within or upon any of the Rivers, 
W aſhes, Drains, Outring-diviſion, Dykes, Let, 


Diviſion-dykes, Sewers, W aſhes, Banks, Drove- 
ways, Fore-lands, or other works whatſoever, 
within the ſaid Great Level, (hall be removed and 
redrefſed by.the perſon or perſuns, by whom or 
by whoſe appointment the ſame have been ſo 
erected, ſet up,. made or continued , or by the 
Owners of the ſame for the time being, before 
the firſt day of November which ſhall be in the 
year of our ford, One thouſand fix hundred ſixty 
and ſeyen; or in default thereof, by the Set jeant 
at Mace of the ſaid Great Level, at the charge of 
the perſon or perſons that ſo erected, or hath. 


laſt continued the ſame. 


FIXNIS. 


